As elaterine appeared to me the active principle, I tried its effect on animals.
To one rabbit I gave a tenth of a grain in the form of pill, which, at the expiration of twelve hours, produced little effect, except some tenderness of abdomen. Twenty-four hours after the first dose, I administered a second in solution, and in six hours afterwards the animal appeared in great pain, having laborious breathing, and other symptoms of general inflammation.
At eleven at night, thirteen hours after the second dose, and thirty-seven after the first, it died, having neither passed feces nor urine during the whole period.
On opening the body some hours after death, the stomach was found nearly empty and much enlarged, with increased vascularity towards the pylorus; the orifice was contracted, and the whole mucous membrane was softer and more vascular than natural. The lungs were much inflamed, and in some spots transparent and pulpy. The rest of the viscera did not seem at all affected.
The next rabbit to which I gave elaterine had no evacuation for three days; at the end of which period I gave it a fifth of a grain, which proved fatal in two days. 
